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Government of Ontario
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport
IGNITE Ontario ― Frequently Asked Questions
What is IGNITE Ontario?
IGNITE Ontario is a new provincial program designed to help organizations host celebrations and community engagement initiatives that promote the TORONTO 2015 Pan Am/Parapan Am Games. 
What is the difference between Celebrate Ontario and IGNITE Ontario?
Celebrate Ontario is an annual festival and event attraction and support program designed to facilitate sustainable tourism development by helping new or existing Ontario tourism festivals and events enhance their programs, activities and services that will lead to long-term improvements and attract additional tourists.  
IGNITE Ontario is a new provincial program designed to help organizations host celebrations and community engagement initiatives that promote the TORONTO 2015 Games. 
Who is eligible for IGNITE Ontario funding? 
To be eligible for IGNITE Ontario funding, the applicant organization must propose an initiative that meets all of the following requirements:
•                  Be selected as a participant of TO2015 IGNITE by June 9, 2014.
•                  Take place in the Province of Ontario.
•                  Have an applicant organization in existence for one year or longer in Ontario as of September 1, 2014.  
•                  Have an applicant organization in existence for one year or longer in Ontario as of September 1, 2014.  Occur betweenSeptember 1, 2014 and August 15, 2015.
•                  Be open to the public at large without membership in a club or group.
In addition, the applicant organization must provide a copy of its most recent audited or Board-endorsed or Treasurer-certified financial statement as an attachment.  Applicants who do not provide the attachment noted above will not be considered.Funding will be provided only to legal entities.  Examples include those that are established by or under legislation; are federally or provincially incorporated; are band councils established under the Indian Act, Canada; or are other Aboriginal organizations that are incorporated.
What is the difference between an applicant organization and an initiative? 
For the purposes of IGNITE Ontario, an applicant organization is an organization that submits the IGNITE Ontario application on behalf of an initiative.  The applicant organization must be in existence for one year or longer in Ontario as of September 1, 2014.  In addition, the applicant organization must provide a copy of its most recent audited or Board-endorsed or Treasurer-certified financial statement as an attachment.  Applicants who do not provide the attachment noted above will not be considered.
For the purposes of IGNITE Ontario, an initiative is the project that is being proposed by the applicant organization.  An IGNITE Ontario initiative is a public celebration/community engagement initiative that is organized as a single activity or series of activities over a set period of time and meets all of the IGNITE Ontario eligibility requirements.  Initiatives that demonstrate a strong alignment with IGNITE Ontario program funding priorities will score higher in their evaluations than those initiatives that do not.  
What is the process for getting an initiative to be selected as a participant of TO2015 IGNITE?
The following process is a guide for an applicant organization to have an initiative selected as a participant of TO2015 IGNITE: 
•                  Visit the IGNITE Application page for access to the IGNITE application form.
•                  Download and submit the IGNITE application form to ignite@toronto2015.org by June 1, 2014.
•                  TO2015 will evaluate the IGNITE application and an official email will be sent to inform applicants of the review committee’s decision by June 9, 2014.    
•                  Successful applicants will receive an information package and participation agreement.  Applicants who are not selected as a participant of TO2015 IGNITE will receive a letter of explanation from TO2015 providing feedback for re-submitting the application by the next IGNITE application deadline of September 1, 2014 and will no longer be eligible for IGNITE Ontario funding.
If we have successfully applied for TO2015 IGNITE in the past, are we automatically eligible to apply for IGNITE Ontario funding?
No.  If the initiative that you have applied for in the past through TO2015 IGNITE has already happened, you will need to apply for TO2015 IGNITE again for any new initiative(s) that you would like to have considered for IGNITE Ontario funding.  You would be eligible to apply for IGNITE Ontario funding if the initiative that you have applied for in the past through TO2015 IGNITE is scheduled to occur betweenSeptember 1, 2014 and August 15, 2015, and meets the remaining eligibility requirements for IGNITE Ontario funding.
If we have applied for TO2015 IGNITE in the past, and have not been successful, can we still apply for IGNITE Ontario?
Applicants that are not participants of TO2015 IGNITE at the time of application are expected to obtain the TO2015 IGNITE designation by June 9, 2014.  Applicants that have not obtained the TO2015 IGNITE designation by June 9, 2014 will not be considered for the IGNITE Ontario program. 
If we have applied to TO2015 IGNITE, but have not yet been selected as a participant of TO2015 IGNITE, can we still apply to the IGNITE Ontario program?
Applicants that are not participants of TO2015 IGNITE at the time of application to the IGNITE Ontario program are expected to obtain the TO2015 IGNITE designation by June 9, 2014.  Applicants that have not obtained the TO2015 IGNITE designation by June 9, 2014 will not be considered for the IGNITE Ontario program. 
If we have successfully applied for Celebrate Ontario in the past, or are current Celebrate Ontario funding recipients, can we also apply to IGNITE Ontario?
Yes, initiatives that have successfully applied for Celebrate Ontario in the past, or are current Celebrate Ontario funding recipients, can apply to IGNITE Ontario provided that all program requirements are met.  Initiatives that demonstrate a strong alignment with IGNITE Ontario program funding priorities will score higher in their evaluations than those initiatives that do not.  
What are funding priorities for the IGNITE Ontario program?
Priority will be given to initiatives that:
•                  Provide a solid project plan with strong community engagement potential. 
•                  Demonstrate strong organizational and leadership capacity to deliver the proposed initiative.
•                  Connect strongly to Pan Am/Parapan Am themes and events such as the culture and heritage of the Americas and the Caribbean (e.g., food, music, sport, dance, performing and visual arts, etc.). 
•                  Engage the community in Pan Am/Parapan Am sports and healthy active living (e.g., sporting activities, demonstrations, etc.).
•                  Foster inclusivity and diversity through the involvement of youth, Aboriginal, Francophone and other diverse communities, and consider accessibility for persons with disabilities.
•                  Motivate, engage and inspire Ontarians to participate in the Games and related activities.
•                  Strengthen economic and cultural connections between Ontario and the Americas and Caribbean.
Can municipalities, Business Improvement Areas and Chambers of Commerce apply to the IGNITE Ontario program?
Yes, municipalities, Business Improvement Areas and Chambers of Commerce can propose an initiative for TO2015 IGNITE and for IGNITE Ontario funding, provided that all program requirements are met.  Initiatives that demonstrate a strong alignment with IGNITE Ontario program funding priorities will score higher in their evaluations than those initiatives that do not.
Can individuals apply to the IGNITE Ontario program?
Individuals can apply to TO2015 IGNITE but are not eligible for IGNITE Ontario funding.  
Is it necessary for our initiatives to be fully accessible to persons with disabilities? 
Each initiative will be required to consider accessibility for persons with disabilities in its planning to an extent that is relative to its needs.  Initiatives that demonstrate accessibility consideration for persons with disabilities will score higher in their evaluations than those initiatives that do not.  
Are one-time initiatives eligible for funding? 
Yes, one-time initiatives are eligible for the IGNITE Ontario program, provided that all program requirements are met. 
Are initiatives that celebrate Canada Day eligible for funding?
Yes, initiatives that celebrate Canada Day are eligible for the IGNITE Ontario program, provided that all program requirements are met.  Initiatives that demonstrate a strong alignment with IGNITE Ontario program funding priorities will score higher in their evaluations than those initiatives that do not.
My organization oversees the production of more than one initiative throughout the calendar year. Can my organization submit an application for each initiative? 
Organizations can only apply to receive IGNITE Ontario funding for up to two initiatives.  Each application must meet all eligibility and mandatory requirements. 
If my organization is applying for two initiatives, will one application affect the other in terms of distribution of funding?
All applications will be evaluated against set criteria of Eligibility, Mandatory and Technical Requirements and on their own individual merit. 
How much can I apply for? 
The maximum level of funding per IGNITE Ontario application is $10,000.  Funding will be restricted to a maximum of 50% of the initiative's total cash operating budget.  Applicants will be expected to match their IGNITE Ontario program request with an equivalent cash contribution that must be confirmed, not pending, at the time of application.  
What types of cash contributions would be considered as matching funds?
Cash contributions can come from multiple revenue sources such as non-commercial sponsors and cash on-hand.  Applicants will be expected to match their IGNITE Ontario program request with an equivalent cash contribution that must be confirmed, not pending, at the time of application.  
My initiative is applying for/receiving grants from other sources.  Are we still eligible for IGNITE Ontario funding?
Initiatives with multiple revenue sources can apply for funding if they meet all the eligibility requirements as set out in the Application Guide.
What are examples of eligible expenses for the IGNITE Ontario program? 
Eligible IGNITE Ontario funding requests must relate directly to specific expenditures incurred for the delivery of the initiative and must not include costs that would have otherwise been incurred by the applicant (e.g., operational costs to run the host organization).  
Examples of eligible expenses include, but are not limited to, the following:
•                  Fees paid to artists, musicians, performers, celebrities, special guests and speakers, including travel and accommodation and entertainment agencies.
•                  Fees paid for programming.
•                  Fees paid for sports equipment.
•                  Fees paid for audio visual support and technical and stage crews for the initiative.
•                  Improved accessibility services.
•                  Marketing costs, including advertising, promotion and communications.
•                  Translation costs.
•                  Site services related to the initiative, such as security, sanitation products and shuttle buses.
•                  Other costs deemed reasonable.
Applicants must establish a relationship between proposed IGNITE Ontario expenses and their proposed initiative’s desired outcomes.
Can the budget required for the application include in-kind services and revenues?
Yes.  Although the value of in-kind expenses or contributions are not included in the determination of the size of the IGNITE Ontario initiative cash operating budget, they are valuable evidence of diversified revenue sources.
Can a funding application include a combination of eligible expenses?
Yes, the total funding request can be a combination of different elements, as long as the expenses are eligible under the Application Guide.
How do I apply for an IGNITE Ontario grant? 
In March 2014, the Government of Ontario launched IGNITE Ontario through the Grants Ontario System, providing one-window access for users to draft and submit grant applications, check application status and manage reports. 
All IGNITE Ontario applicants must register as users with the Government of Ontario’s encrypted ONe key log-in system at Grants Ontario and apply online.  You will not be able to access the Grants Ontario System without a ONe-key login and password.  If you do not have ONe-key access, please refer to the Grants Ontario System Registration Guide for Applicants for instructions. 
On-line modules and quick reference guides are also available to provide support as you move through the site, and technical support is available during regular business hours.
Your Regional Advisor can also help you with any questions you may have regarding IGNITE Ontario grant applications.
The deadline for IGNITE Ontario applications is 5:00 p.m. (Eastern Standard Time), May 7, 2014.
I am having problems accessing the Grants Ontario System.  What should I do?
For all technical support questions related to the Grants Ontario System, please contact Grants Ontario Customer Service, Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.:
In Toronto: 416 325-6691Toll Free: 1 855 216-3090E-mail: GrantsOntarioCS@Ontario.ca 
When will I be notified if my application to IGNITE Ontario is successful?
The Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport will notify successful and unsuccessful applicants by the end of July 2014.
After my initiative is over, do I have to submit reports to the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport? 
Yes.  Successful applicants must provide a report on the outcome of the initiative within 90 days of the end of the initiative.  Successful applicants must use the IGNITE Ontario Final Report form available on-line through the Grants Ontario System to provide this information. 
Can you recommend a professional grant writer to assist in preparing my application?
We can’t direct you to a grant writer to assist you with your application, but your Regional Advisor is a great resource for answers to your specific questions regarding the IGNITE Ontario program. 
Can for-profit organizations apply to the IGNITE Ontario program?
No, for-profit organizations are not eligible for IGNITE Ontario funding because the TO2015 IGNITE designation that applicants to IGNITE Ontario have to obtain by June 9, 2014 is only eligible for non-profit organizations including charities, associations, schools, colleges, universities and faith groups.
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