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1. What is the Tools Grant?
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1. What is the Tools Grant?
The Tools Grant is a Government of Ontario initiative for apprentices that offers financial support to help you pay for tools and equipment for your trade. You do not have to pay back the grant.
The amount of the grant depends on which trade you’re apprenticing in. The grant amounts are as follows:
•         $1,000 for motive power trades
•         $600 for construction trades
•         $600 for industrial trades
•         $400 for service trades
2. What information will I need to complete my grant application?
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2. What information will I need to complete my grant application?
Before you begin your application, you should have the following information ready:
Your personal information
•         First name, last name
•         Date of birth
•         Complete mailing address
•         Email address
•         Telephone number(s)
Your apprenticeship information
•         Client ID number
•         Trade name
Your banking information (grant payments will be made by direct deposit)
•         Institute number
•         Branch number
•         Account name
3. Who is eligible for the Tools Grant?
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3. Who is eligible for the Tools Grant?
Apprentices who meet the following criteria are eligible for the grant:
•         legally entitled to work in Canada;
•         have completed or been exempted from level one in-class training, on or after April 1, 2020;
•         have a registered training agreement, or a completed training agreement within the past 90 days: and
•         have been registered as an apprentice for at least 12 months.
4. Are Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program (OYAP) participants eligible for the grant?
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4. Are Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program (OYAP) participants eligible for the grant?
OYAP participants are not eligible while they are participating in OYAP. Former OYAP participants can apply for the grant once they have completed their OYAP program and meet all the eligibility criteria for the grant.
5. Am I eligible for more than one grant?
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5. Am I eligible for more than one grant?
Apprentices can only receive one grant per trade sector.
6. What happens after I submit my grant application?
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6. What happens after I submit my grant application?
Once your application is submitted you will receive an email confirmation.
If you are deemed eligible for the grant, it will take a minimum of two weeks to receive payment by direct deposit.
If you are deemed ineligible for the grant, you will receive an email notification within two weeks.
7. I do not have a bank account; can I request payment by cheque?
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7. I do not have a bank account; can I request payment by cheque?
If you are unable to provide banking information and require a cheque, you may contact your local Employment Ontario apprenticeship office to request a paper application. Please note that payments requested by cheque may take up to several months to process from the date of application.
8. Is the grant taxable?
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8. Is the grant taxable?
Yes, this is a taxable cash grant. Grant recipients will receive a T4A slip in the mail. The T4A slip will be sent to the mailing address you indicated on your grant application form.
9. Is there a deadline to apply?
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9. Is there a deadline to apply?
Although the Tools Grant is a current initiative of the Ontario government, its duration is subject to the discretion of the Ontario government; please submit your application promptly.
10. I am under 18 years of age; can I apply for the grant?
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10. I am under 18 years of age; can I apply for the grant?
If you are less than 18 years of age, and meet the eligibility criteria for the grant, you will need to contact an Employment Ontario apprenticeship office to obtain a paper-based application; you and your parent or guardian must sign the completed application and mail it (or submit it in-person) to the address provided.
11. Where do I go for more information?
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11. Where do I go for more information?
You can contact the Employment Ontario Contact Centre using the live chat service, or by phone at 1-800-387-5656, TTY (telephone service for the deaf) 1-866-533-6339.
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