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Government of Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources
and Forestry
Application to Purchase Crown Shoreline Reserve or Road Allowance fronting Private Lands
Public Lands Act, R.S.O.1990
Are you planning to purchase the shoreline reserve or road allowance in front of your private property?
Use this form if you intend to purchase a Crown Shoreline Reserve or Road Allowance in front of your private waterfront property. Please note that your application will not be processed until the Ministry has received all required information and attachments as outlined in this application form.
Instructions
If you wish to complete the application manually rather than electronically, please click "Print Blank Form".
“Crown Shoreline Reserve” means a strip of Crown land between a water body and privately owned upland property, provided the depth is not more than 30 metres (or 100 feet) in perpendicular distance from the water body, including areas designated as a “block”, but not 60 metre (or 200 feet) and or 120 meter (or 400 feet) shoreline reserves that may have been laid out in front of lands granted under the Mining Act.
“Road Allowances” means an allowance (normally 66 feet in width) for a road laid out by a Crown surveyor, including a road allowance shown on an original township survey and a road allowance included on a Crown plan of subdivision. Landowners should contact their local municipality in regard to the purchase of road allowances within municipal boundaries.
Waterfront property means a parcel of land that has a boundary on a lake, river, stream or pond, or is separated from a lake, river, stream or pond only by, an unopened road allowance, or a strip of public lands that is not more than 30 metres in perpendicular width from the lake, river, stream or pond.
Information for Applicant
A waterfront property owner has limited ability to use or occupy a Crown shoreline reserve or road allowance in front of their property.  Waterfront property owners may, without prior written authority from the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, use or occupy the land in front of their property for certain non-commercial uses as set out under the Public Lands Act. Examples include small docks and single story boathouses.
The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) is collecting your personal information under the authority of Section 2, 16, 17, 20, 21 of the Public Lands Act. Personal information will be used for the purposes of identification, enforcement, customer service surveys,  and administration of occupational authority or issuance of letters patent. Personal information may be shared with the Ministry of Public and Business Service Delivery for land registration in local Land Registry Offices, the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation for assessment purposes, the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines for their purposes of managing dispositions under the Mining Act and Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs for dispositions related to agriculture.
For information about collection, use and sharing practices of personal information, contact the District Manager in your local MNRF work centre.
All applicants must sign this form.
Fields marked with an asterisk (*) are mandatory.
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Application
Select one *
Applicant Information (Name must be full legal name on the Backshore Property PIN)
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Applicant Information (Name must be full legal name on the Backshore Property PIN) 
Note that for efficient processing the Ministry will correspond with applicants by email wherever possible.
Mailing Address of Applicant
If you are making this application on behalf of the waterfront property owner(s), please complete the section below.
am appointed
as agent for the purpose of future correspondence with the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry regarding to this application and authorization.
Any correspondence should be forwarded to:
(Unless otherwise specified, all correspondence will be forwarded to the landowner)
1. Property Location
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1. Property Location
Legal description of the upland property * (You will find this on the deed, patent, or PIN for your property. To be eligible to purchase the shoreline reserve or road allowance you must own the waterfront property.) You may obtain a copy of your PIN here - https://help.onland.ca/en/property-search/
2. Reference Photos
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2. Reference Photos
Please attach a minimum of 2 photos of the shoreline reserve or road allowance that include all current improvements (docks, boathouses) as well as any visible utility lines or boxes located on the shoreline reserve.
Standard reference map templates can be accessed using our “make a topographic map” tool online
Note: This form and any attachments cannot exceed 15MB in size in total. 
No.(Item Number)
File
Description
Size (MB)
Select the attached item
Total Size
3. Property Sketch
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3. Property Sketch
Your application must include a property sketch (aerial view).  The sketch may be hand drawn or completed electronically. (see example on next page) 
Steps in creating the property sketch:
1. Locate survey monuments (these may be iron bars, stone cairns, wooden posts or blazed trees). Corner monuments are especially useful to locate. Your original plan of survey will be helpful in indicating what to look for and where.
2. Extend the property sidelines from existing survey monuments to the water’s edge. Under normal circumstances, this projection should be a straight-line projection of existing lot lines. Exceptions may be warranted due to occupations or shoreline irregularities. It should be noted that whatever projection is chosen, the adjacent property owner will have an opportunity to comment, and the Ministry will make the final decision.
3. The sketch must include:
•         Survey monuments found (include any markings found)
•         The water’s edge
•         Buildings, retaining walls, fences, septic tanks, tile beds, boathouses, docks, outhouses, etc.
•         Proposed side-line projection
•         Location and identification numbers of Bell Canada and Hydro installations (if applicable)
•         Location and extent of any filled shore lands, lake or river bed
•         Your signature and the date
Example Sketch
.\BR\SiteSketch_2023-01-04.jpg
Section 5. Instructions for Erosion Control Structures Sketch and Project Description. This image is an example of what should be included in a “bird’s eye view” sketch that the applicant is required to provide regarding their shoreline work. It includes details such as the type, length and depth of material or structure to be removed; the location of proposed sediment control measures; location of the current water’s edge; length of shoreline works; average size of fill; any existing waterfront structures; and the distance from an existing building to the water’s edge.
Note: This form and any attachments cannot exceed 15MB in size in total. 
No.(Item Number)
File
Description
Size (MB)
Select the attached item
Total Size
Your application must include signed comment forms from adjacent landowners.  The comment form is available in Appendix A attached to this application form.
Steps to obtaining requirements for comments:
•         Provide your neighbours with the form and attach a copy of the site sketch depicting the proposed projection of lot lines.
•         Submit signed forms for all adjacent property owners.
•         If you are unable to obtain signed forms you must submit a written explanation and proof that you  mailed or emailed the form to adjacent land owners.
Note: This form and any attachments cannot exceed 15MB in size in total. 
No.(Item Number)
File
Description
Size (MB)
Select the attached item
Total Size
4. Acknowledgements
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4. Acknowledgements
Please check the boxes below as  acknowledgment that you understand and agree with the statement.
I have consulted the local municipality and confirmed that there no concerns or objections to my request to purchase. Application location is outside of an organized municipal boundary. *
5. Signature
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5. Signature
•         Certify that the information provided in this application is true.
•         In cases where the waterfront property has multiple registered owners: I certify that I have the consent of all other registered owners of the waterfront property to make this application, and I understand that if this application is approved the letters patent will be issued to the registered owners of the waterfront property.
•         In cases where you are the authorized representative:  I certify that I am authorized to make the application on behalf of the landowners and have consent of all other registered owners of the waterfront property where the waterfront property has multiple registered owners.
•         Understand that I am affixing my electronic signature to this application, with the intent to be bound as an applicant (or, if I am submitting this application on behalf of a corporation, I represent that I have the authority to bind the corporation and the corporation agrees to be bound as applicant).
All applicants must sign this form.
Fields marked with an asterisk (*) are mandatory.
Application
Select one *
Applicant Information (Name must be full legal name on the Backshore Property PIN) 
Note that for efficient processing the Ministry will correspond with applicants by email wherever possible.
Mailing Address of Applicant
If someone is acting on your behalf, please complete the section below.
as our agent for the purpose of future correspondence with the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry regarding to this application and authorization.
Any correspondence should be forwarded to:
(Unless specified otherwise, all correspondence will be forwarded to the landowner)
1. Property Location
2. Reference Photos
Please attach a minimum of 2 photos of the shoreline reserve or road allowance that include all current improvements (docks, boathouses) as well as any visible utility lines or boxes located on the shoreline reserve.
Standard reference map templates can be accessed using our “make a topographic map” tool online
Note: This form and any attachments cannot exceed 15MB in size in total. 
No.(Item Number)
File * 
Description *
Select the attached item
3. Property Sketch
Your application must include a property sketch (bird’s eye view).  The sketch may be hand drawn or completed electronically.
Steps in Creating the Property Sketch:
1. Locate survey monuments (these may be iron bars, stone cairns, wooden posts or blazed trees). Corner monuments are especially useful to locate. Your original plan of survey will be helpful in indicating what to look for and where.
2. Extend the property sidelines from existing survey monuments to the water’s edge. Under normal circumstances, this projection should be a straight-line projection of existing lot lines. Exceptions may be warranted due to occupations or shoreline irregularities. It should be noted that whatever projection is chosen, the adjacent property owner will have an opportunity to comment, and the Ministry will make the final decision.
3. The sketch must include:
•         Survey monuments found (include any markings found)
•         The water’s edge
•         Buildings, retaining walls, fences, septic tanks, tile beds, boathouses, docks, outhouses, etc.
•         Proposed side-line projection
•         Location and identification numbers of Bell Canada and Hydro installations (if applicable)
•         Location and extent of any filled shore lands, lake or river bed
•         Your signature and the date
Example Sketch
.\BR\SiteSketch_2023-01-04.jpg
Section 5. Instructions for Erosion Control Structures Sketch and Project Description. This image is an example of what should be included in a “bird’s eye view” sketch that the applicant is required to provide regarding their shoreline work. It includes details such as the type, length and depth of material or structure to be removed; the location of proposed sediment control measures; location of the current water’s edge; length of shoreline works; average size of fill; any existing waterfront structures; and the distance from an existing building to the water’s edge.
Note: This form and any attachments cannot exceed 15MB in size in total. 
No.(Item Number)
File * 
Description *
Select the attached item
Your application must include signed comment forms from adjacent landowners.  The comment form is available in Appendix A attached to this application form.
Steps to obtaining requirements for comments:
•         Provide your neighbours with the form and attach a copy of the site sketch depicting the proposed projection of lot lines.
•         Submit signed forms for all adjacent property owners.
•         If you are unable to obtain signed forms you must submit a written explanation and proof that you  mailed or emailed the form to adjacent land owners.
Note: This form and any attachments can not exceed 15MB in size in total. 
No.(Item Number)
File * 
Description *
Select the attached item
4. Acknowledgements
Please check the boxes below as  acknowledgment that you understand and agree.
I have consulted the local municipality and confirmed that there no concerns or objections to my request to purchase. *
5. Signature
•         Certify that the information provided in this application is true.
•         In cases where the waterfront property has multiple registered owners: I certify that I have the consent of all other registered owners of the waterfront property to make this application, and I understand that if this application is approved the letters patent will be issued to the registered owners of the waterfront property.
•         Understand that I am affixing my electronic signature to this application, with the intent to be bound as an applicant (or, if I am submitting this application on behalf of a corporation, I represent that I have the authority to bind the corporation and the corporation agrees to be bound as applicant).
8.0.1291.1.339988.308172
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
Application to Purchase Crown Shoreline Reserve or Road Allowance fronting Private Lands, Public Lands Act, R.S.O.1990
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
Application to Purchase Crown Shoreline Reserve or Road Allowance fronting Private Lands, Public Lands Act, R.S.O.1990
Attach Reference Photo
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Delete Sketch(es)
Attach Comment
Delete Comment (s)
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