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Overview
The Ontario Research Fund – Small Infrastructure Fund (ORF-SIF) helps attract, retain and develop leading 
research talent at publicly funded Ontario research institutions through the acquisition and renewal of leading-edge 
technology and equipment.

Important Dates
Applications for Ontario Research Fund – Small Infrastructure Fund should be submitted to the Ministry on the 
following dates:

• June 3, 2022
• November 4, 2022
• March 4, 2023

Please consult with your institution’s Research Office regarding internal deadlines.

Funding
The Ontario Research Fund will contribute a maximum of 40 per cent toward the total eligible costs. The research 
institution is responsible for obtaining at least 60 per cent from the Canada Foundation for Innovation, any private 
funding partners, and its own resources.

Under no circumstances will the Small Infrastructure Fund contribute more than the amount contributed by the 
Canada Foundation for Innovation. If the project cost decreases after the date of the Canada Foundation for 
Innovation award, then the Small Infrastructure Fund contribution will decrease accordingly.

Specific-purpose funds received from Ontario government ministries or agencies cannot be used as a match for 
Ontario Research Fund support.

Eligibility
Eligible Applicants
Ontario institutions that are eligible to apply to the CFI John R. Evans Leaders Fund  are also eligible to apply to the 
SIF.

Eligible Projects
The Small Infrastructure Fund supports the capital costs of acquiring, developing, modernizing and leasing research 
infrastructure as defined by the Canada Foundation for Innovation.
Eligible costs for funding include:

• Equipment
• Specimens
• Scientific collections
• Computer software
• Purchase of extended warranties and/or service contracts
• Information databases
• Communications links
• Office space and installations essential for using, housing and servicing the infrastructure effectively
• Reasonable travel to a manufacturer, dealer or supplier to select research infrastructure
• Shipping or transporting the research infrastructure, including brokerage fees, excise taxes and duties
• Initial training for the main operator(s) of the research infrastructure
• The cost to retain professional/technical personnel, consultants and contractors directly involved in the design, 

engineering, manufacturing and installation or construction of the project
Final determination of an item's eligibility rests with the Ontario Research Fund, which may make eligibility subject to 
terms, conditions and limits as set out in the agreement.
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Eligible Partner Contributions
Only contributions to the eligible costs of projects described above can be counted as partner contributions.
The one exception is a donation of real property, if it is deemed essential to the infrastructure project.
A specific partner contribution that has already been used to leverage or match funds for another capital project at 
the institution will not be recognized as an eligible matching contribution to the Small Infrastructure Fund program.

Advanced Research Computing Infrastructure
For the purposes of the program, the Ministry will adopt CFI’s definition of “advanced research computing 
infrastructure”. Proposals that include advanced research computing infrastructure and related resources to carry out 
a research or technology development project are eligible. However, proposals that focus predominately on major, 
collective and shared advanced research computing infrastructure are not.
Investments in advanced research computing infrastructure are maximized when those resources are shared. For 
that reason, and similar to CFI’s expectation that the Digital Research Alliance of Canada is consulted if applicants 
are planning to request advanced research computing infrastructure as part of their CFI application, the Ministry’s 
expectation is that you have also consulted with Compute Ontario if advanced research computing infrastructure is 
being requested as part of the ORF application given Compute Ontario’s role in helping to coordinate advanced 
research computing resources in Ontario. The engagement with Compute Ontario can take place at the same time 
you engage the Digital Research Alliance of Canada.
Please indicate on the application Advanced Computing Infrastructure section if your request includes funding for 
Advanced Research Computing Infrastructure as defined in the Canada Foundation for Innovation - Innovation Fund 
guidelines. 

Eligible In-Kind Contributions
In-kind contributions are defined as non-monetary resources that external partners provide to eligible projects.
Eligible in-kind contributions include the value of:

• Capital items that eligible external partners donate to the institution, such as equipment and facilities
• Certain non-capital eligible costs needed to bring the infrastructure into service, e.g., professional services and 

training
• Title to real property to be transferred to the institution (unless ownership has been transferred to the institution 

at the time the application is submitted)
The Ontario Research Fund retains the right to determine eligibility of any in-kind contribution. The fund may make 
eligibility subject to terms, conditions and limits.

Assessing the Value of In-Kind Contributions
The Ontario Research Fund policy for assessing and documenting the value of in-kind contributions will be 
addressed in detail in the funding agreement. As a general rule, the Ontario Research Fund will adopt the Canada 
Foundation for Innovation's policy.

The Ontario Research Fund reserves the right to make the final determination of the eligibility and value of in-kind 
contributions, to disallow expenditures, and reduce the funds. To avoid a situation where in-kind contributions may 
later be deemed ineligible or incorrectly valued, institutions are advised to contact Ministry staff early in the process 
to confirm the eligibility and valuation of an in-kind contribution.

Timelines for Eligible Contributions and Expenditures
The institution is responsible for ensuring that in-kind contributions from partners and cash expenditures incurred by 
the institution have taken place after the date of eligibility set for the Canadian Foundation for Innovation John R. 
Evans Leaders Fund in the funding agreement.

https://www.computeontario.ca/


3049E_Guide (2023/01)                                                              Page 4 of 9

Information Sharing Between Canada Foundation for Innovation and Ontario 
Research Fund
Before submitting an application to Ontario Research Fund, institutions must complete and submit a form to allow 
release of information by the Canada Foundation for Innovation to the Ministry. This form is available upon request 
from the Ministry. Institutions that have already submitted such a form do not need to resubmit.

The release form ensures that institutions understand that:
• Applicants will be required to request that Canada Foundation for Innovation release to the Ministry, on a 

confidential basis, all review material related to the project
• The proposal review carried out by the Canada Foundation for Innovation will be an important component of 

the Small Infrastructure Fund's assessment
• Ministry staff may attend meetings with expert committees regarding their review of projects.
• It is necessary to streamline and harmonize the ongoing administration and monitoring of successful projects 

with the Canada Foundation for Innovation
• The Canada Foundation for Innovation will release to the Ministry, on a confidential basis, ongoing project 

progress and financial information
• Ministry staff may attend financial monitoring/audit visits, as well as site visits to review project progress and 

impact.
Sharing of information with the Ministry begins immediately.
Applications for Ontario Research Fund Funding
Small Infrastructure Fund applications are available through the Ontario Research Fund website. Eligible institutions 
may apply for Ontario Research Fund small infrastructure funding by submitting:

• Complete the current electronic Ontario Research Fund – Small Infrastructure application form and submit it to 
the Ministry. Please do not submit scanned copies of the application form as these will not be accepted.

• Applicants must attach the completed Mitigating Geopolitical Risk Checklist linked here and available through 
the Ontario Research Fund website, to their application.

• Ensure the application is signed by the Vice President of Research or other officer of the institution with the 
authority to bind the institution. A digital signature is preferable, however, should this not be possible a scanned 
signed signature page will be accepted.

• Submit a PDF copy of the corresponding John R. Evans Leaders Fund application to the Canada Foundation 
for Innovation, together with all supporting materials provided with the application, in PDF format.

Evaluation Criteria
The Ministry will review each application to the Ontario Research Fund and the corresponding Canada Foundation 
for Innovation application materials for accuracy, completeness and relevance to program objectives and selection 
criteria, as outlined below.

Proposals for small infrastructure grants must demonstrate:
• Quality: The proposed research or technology development is of high quality and originality, meets 

international standards, and will lead to innovation
• Expertise: Researchers must have the expertise and commitment to conduct the world-class research or 

technological development proposed
• Need: The infrastructure is essential and appropriate for the proposed activity. Major proposals will enhance or 

establish a unique and important institutional capacity in the proposed research or technology development
• Training: Creating or strengthening an environment that attracts high quality trainees and imparts the new 

high-level skills to high quality professionals for research and other careers
• Partnerships: Any required collaborations or partnerships are appropriate and already in place or under 

development

https://www.ontario.ca/page/ontario-research-fund-research-infrastructure
https://forms.mgcs.gov.on.ca/en/dataset/on00352
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• Benefits: Research using the proposed infrastructure will have the potential to lead to social or economic 
benefits

The Ministry will also review applications submitted to the Canada Foundation for Innovation to verify that the 
applicant's budget and management plans will ensure the optimal implementation, operation and functionality of the 
infrastructure, as well as its financial sustainability.

Proposal Evaluation Process
Small infrastructure funding proposals will be evaluated in the following manner:

• Application forms and supporting documents are received, recorded and assessed for completeness, accuracy 
and consistency with Ontario Research Fund program requirements.

• The Canada Foundation for Innovation board makes decisions on John R. Evans Leaders Fund awards and 
advises both the institutions and the Ministry.

• Proposals that have received Canada Foundation for Innovation John R. Evans Leaders Fund awards are 
further reviewed by the Ministry.

• Proposals that are eligible for Ministry funding are forwarded to the Ontario Research Fund Advisory Board.
• The Ontario Research Fund Advisory Board reviews the submissions.
• The Minister makes the final decisions at his/her sole discretion.
• The Ministry notifies institutions on the proposals that have been selected to receive Ontario Research Fund 

support.

Mitigating Economic and Geopolitical Risk Checklist
Applicants are required to complete and attach the Mitigating Economic and Geopolitical Risk Checklist to the 
Ontario Research Fund – Small Infrastructure application. See the Security Requirements section of this guide for 
more information.

Other Project Requirements and Considerations
Intellectual Property (IP)
The Ministry does not claim any ownership or rights to any IP resulting from ORF funded projects. Such rights are to 
be determined by the lead institution in accordance with its current IP policy. In cases where a consortium of 
applicants exists, the policy, as dictated in the Inter-Institutional Agreement (IIA) between the consortium members, 
will dictate the IP policy.

The applicant should describe how ownership and disposition of any IP generated from the project will be 
determined. The Ministry may request a copy of the institutional and/or relevant IP policy.

IP Resources
The ministry recognizes the important contribution you are making to your field of practice, as well as the potential 
commercial value that your ideas hold. Strengthening the ways that Ontarians use intellectual property to support 
their innovation ecosystem is a key priority for our government.

In July 2020, Ontario launched the IP Action Plan – a comprehensive strategy to maximize the value of Ontario-
grown research and innovation – building on the recommendations of the Expert Panel on Intellectual Property. The 
IP Action Plan consists of a series of initiatives focused on maximizing the value of Ontario-grown research and 
innovation and supporting Ontarians in generating, protecting, managing, and commercializing IP.

One component of the IP Action Strategy is to expand IP Education and awareness within Ontario. Related to this 
initiative, two foundational IP courses from the University of Toronto and the Centre for International Governance 
Innovation (CIGI) are already available online, free-of-charge. The ministry strongly encourages your participation in 
these courses as they provide participants with essential building blocks to achieve better IP commercialization 
outcomes and develop IP strategies.  

https://forms.mgcs.gov.on.ca/en/dataset/on00352
https://forms.mgcs.gov.on.ca/en/dataset/3049


3049E_Guide (2023/01)                                                              Page 6 of 9

In addition, Ontario has also created a new agency, Intellectual Property Ontario (IPON), to provide intellectual 
property supports and services to the postsecondary education and innovation sectors. IPON will be the go-to 
resource for intellectual property expertise, advice, and services to help individuals and organizations capitalize on 
their intellectual property and succeed in the global economy. In fall 2022, IPON will begin offering its services to an 
initial cohort of clients in the medical technologies, artificial intelligence and automotive technology sectors (as well 
as Ontario Research Fund – Research Excellence recipients) and will broadening its services to additional clients 
over time. You can learn more about IPON by referring to its webpage.

Protection of Intellectual Property
Applicants must implement the proper mechanisms for the protection of intellectual property in accordance with 
Ontario and Canadian legislation, if applicable, including without limitation the execution of nondisclosure and 
confidentiality covenants by employees/students of Applicants.

Exploitation of Intellectual Property
Applicants shall use their best efforts to ensure that any intellectual property created or developed through ORF 
funded projects is exploited, including licensing, in a way that maximizes benefits for Ontario.

Equity, Diversity and Inclusion
The Ministry has committed to making equity, diversity and inclusion (EDI) a priority through the integration of EDI 
principles into ORF funding opportunities.

The Tri-Agency Institutional Programs Secretariat (TIPS), through the Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council (SSHRC), defines equity as the removal of systemic barriers and biases, to enact the practice of inclusion so 
that all individuals have equal access to and can benefit from the program.

To achieve this, TIPS states that institutions must embrace diversity, defined as differences in race, colour, place of 
origin, religion, immigrant and newcomer status, ethic origin, ability, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender 
expression, and age. Recognizing and valuing diversity and equity must be accompanied by concerted efforts to 
ensure the inclusion of diverse and underrepresented populations.

The research project must meaningfully engage members of underrepresented groups within the research team. 
Underrepresented groups include, but are not limited to, the four designated groups (women, Indigenous peoples, 
members of visible minorities, and persons with disabilities). The institution must strive to put in place the right 
conditions for each individual to reach their full potential.

Please use the Equity, diversity and inclusion requirements and practices guide provided by TIPS to determine how 
best to address areas of improvement in your work environment and to develop equity, diversity and inclusion action 
plans. 

Ontario Research Fund Award
Only proposals that have been approved by the Canada Foundation for Innovation will be considered for an Ontario 
Research Fund – Small Infrastructure Fund award – but approval of a proposal by the Canada Foundation for 
Innovation does not necessarily guarantee Small Infrastructure Fund support.

The final funding decision will rest with the Minister. The Minister may approve applications; approve subject to terms 
and conditions or decline applications at his/her sole discretion.

Award Agreements

Approved applicants will enter into a Grant Agreement with the Ministry. The Grant Agreement stipulates terms and 
conditions governing the payment of the Ontario Research Fund grant, including:

• Project budget
• Project management
• Communications strategies
• Monitoring and reporting requirements, including annual progress reporting, audits and financial reports
• Milestone and performance measures
• Mode and schedule of payments

https://www.chairs-chaires.gc.ca/program-programme/equity-equite/index-eng.aspx
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• Contract termination
As a general rule, the Ontario Research Fund will adopt the Canada Foundation for Innovation's policy regarding 
changes to the budget. Where institutions are required to notify or obtain approval from the Canada Foundation for 
Innovation, they must also notify or make that approval request to Ontario, providing a copy of the CFI Amendment 
Module, and the CFI approval of changes.

Ownership and Control of Assets Funded by the Ontario Research Fund

Ownership and control of the assets acquired with the grant funds, including research equipment or buildings related 
to a funded Ontario Research Fund project, must remain with the institution for a period of five years after acquisition 
and installation in the case of equipment, or five years from the date of occupancy in the case of a building.

In the case of a project with a multi-institutional composition or consortium, the inter-institutional agreement should 
dictate the arrangements made with regard to the ownership, control and disposal of research equipment and other 
assets.

Research equipment and other assets must be located at an eligible research institution, unless it can be 
successfully shown that an alternate location provides the most effective placement of the equipment or other assets. 
Any change in location requires a notification to the Ontario Research Fund and may require its approval.

Disbursement of Funds

Approved projects will be paid through a request for disbursement process. The Small Infrastructure Fund support is 
subject up to a 10 per cent holdback, which will be disbursed after the final Ontario Research Fund review of the 
project’s impact, finances and fulfillment of project objectives.

Ethical, Safety and Integrity Requirements
Institutions are responsible for ensuring any experimentation will be acceptable on ethical and safety grounds.

• Research involving human subjects or human stem cells must comply with the Tri-Council Policy Statements: 
Ethical Conduct for Research Involving Humans (TCPS 22014).

• In the case of laboratory animal experimentation, the institution must comply with the guidelines and policies of 
the Canadian Council on Animal Care.

• Institutions must ensure that any research involving databases containing personal information adheres to 
ethical and legal requirements relating to privacy, confidentiality and security of the database information.

• Any research involving biohazards must adhere to the standards outlined in the Public Health Agency of 
Canada’s Laboratory biosafety guidelines.

• Research involving radioactive materials must comply with Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission regulations.

• Institutions must ensure compliance with the Tri-Agency Open Access Policy on Publications.
• The Ministry expects researchers and participating research institutions to maintain the highest standards of 

research integrity. Research institutions are expected to have and abide by policies and procedures that govern 
research integrity.

Security Requirements
• The Ministry may undertake a review of proposals submitted to assess potential economic and/or geopolitical 

risks associated with the project and reserves the right to seek additional information to support the applicant’s 
responses. Results of this review may be shared with members of the review panels and others involved in the 
adjudication process and may impact funding decisions.

• Institutions should assess proposals submitted for funding for potential economic and/or geopolitical risks using 
existing institutional resources, policies and processes to help researchers identify and manage economic and 
geopolitical risks. In addition, consider any potential controversy or negative views that may result from any 
existing or planned association with private partners that may ultimately impact the reputation of Ontario.

• Further considerations when assessing potential economic and/or geopolitical risks:

https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/home.html
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/home.html
https://ccac.ca/
https://ccac.ca/
http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/publicat/lbg-ldmbl-04
http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/publicat/lbg-ldmbl-04
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/
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• Could the data or results of your project be used to support activities in other countries with ethical 
standards different from Ontario e.g., such as, internal surveillance and repression?

• Are there any dual-use (both military and non-military) applications to the research being undertaken?
• Is any of the research likely to be subject to Canadian or other countries’ export license controls, 

particularly Ontario’s closest trading partners and allies?

Applicants will be required to complete a Mitigating Economic and Geopolitical Risk Checklist and attach it to the 
application.

Additional Resources
• Mitigating economic and/or geopolitical risks in sensitive research projects. A tool for university researchers. 

December 2019
• National Security Guidelines for Research Partnerships

• Public Safety Canada: Safeguarding Science

• Public Safety Canada: Building Security Awareness in the Academic Community

Communications
To ensure continuity, consistency and open communication between the applicant and the Small Infrastructure Fund, 
the institution's project officer and the assigned Ontario Research Fund advisor will coordinate all project-related 
discussions.

Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act 
The Ministry is subject to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. The information and 
documentation provided to the Ministry may be shared with members of the Ontario Research Fund Advisory Board, 
any Review Panels, expert reviewers and others for the purposes of administering the Ontario Research Fund 
program.

This program may be subject to change. Grant disbursements are subject to the Ministry having an appropriation 
approved by the Legislative Assembly of Ontario for the fiscal year in which the disbursement is to be made.

Appendix A: Canadian Research and Development Classification Codes
The Ministry has implemented the Canadian Research and Development Classification (CRDC), a system that 
provides a common approach to classifying research across institutions and governments. It was published by 
Statistics Canada on October 5, 2020. 

The CRDC was developed through a collaborative effort by the Canada Foundation for Innovation (CFI), the 
Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR), the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada 
(NSERC), the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) and Statistics Canada.

The CRDC includes all current sectors of research in Canada and supports a wide range of needs within the 
research and development ecosystem. It is modelled after the Australian and New Zealand Standard Research 
Classification and Frascati Model 2015 (from the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development) and 
aligns with international standards.

The three classifications in the Canadian Research and Development Classification (CRDC) are:
1. Type of Activity (TOA);
2. Fields of Research (FOR); and
3. Socio-economic Objective (SEO).

When completing your application, please refer to the CRDC guidelines and classification codes, available for 
download in HTML, CSV, and PDF formats:

• English: www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/subjects/standard/crdc/2020v1/index

https://forms.mgcs.gov.on.ca/en/dataset/on00352
https://www.univcan.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/mitigating-economic-and-or-geopolitical-risks-in-sensitive-research-projects-dec-2019.pdf
https://www.univcan.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/mitigating-economic-and-or-geopolitical-risks-in-sensitive-research-projects-dec-2019.pdf
https://science.ised-isde.canada.ca/site/science/en/safeguarding-your-research/guidelines-and-tools-implement-research-security/national-security-guidelines-research-partnerships
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/ntnl-scrt/cntr-trrrsm/cntr-prlfrtn/sfgrdng-scnc/index-en.aspx
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/ntnl-scrt/cntr-trrrsm/cntr-prlfrtn/sfgrdng-scnc/_fls/sfgrdng-scnc-cdmc-cmmnty-en.pdf
www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/subjects/standard/crdc/2020v1/index
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• French: www.statcan.gc.ca/fra/sujets/norme/ccrd/2020v1/indice

Guidelines for classifying with the CRDC
This section must be completed fully prior to submitting the application to the Ministry.
1. Classifying by type of activity (TOA)

This way of classifying research refers to whether it is basic research, applied research or experimental 
development. 
• The research project should be allocated to a single TOR (basic research, applied research or experimental 

development). TOA Codes can be found online using the links noted above. You must provide the 
alphanumeric code as well as the title/name of the TOA in the fields provide on the application form.

Example:
Code: RDT2   Division: Applied research

2. Classifying by field of research (FOR)
This way of classifying research includes major classes and related subclasses of research based on disciplines, 
knowledge sources, objects of interest, methods, processes, and techniques used in research and development 
activity. This is different from socioeconomic objectives, which refer to the purpose or outcome of the research 
and development activity.
• The research project should be allocated to a single FOR (major class and related subclass). FOR Codes 

can be found online using the links noted above.
• You must provide the alphanumeric code as well as the title/name of the FOR in the fields provide on the 

application form.
Example:
Level 1 Code: RDF10   Division: Natural Sciences
Level 2 Code: RDF104   Group: Chemical sciences
Level 3 Code: RDF10404   Class: Macromolecular and materials chemistry
Level 4 Code (optional): RDF1040401   Subclass (Field): Characterization of materials

3. Classifying by socioeconomic objective (SEO)
This way of classifying research refers to the intended purpose or outcome of the research and development 
activity. This is different from fields of research, which refer to the disciplines, knowledge sources, objects of 
interest, methods, processes, and techniques used in the research and development activity in order to achieve 
objectives.
• The research project should be allocated to a single SEO (major class and related subclass). SEO Codes 

can be found online using the links noted above.
• You must provide the alphanumeric code as well as the title/name of the SEO in the fields provide on the 

application form.
Example:
Level 1 Code: RDS109   Division: Education
Level 2 Code: RDS10901  Group: Stages of education

www.statcan.gc.ca/fra/sujets/norme/ccrd/2020v1/indice
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Investments in advanced research computing infrastructure are maximized when those resources are shared. For that reason, and similar to CFI’s expectation that the Digital Research Alliance of Canada is consulted if applicants are planning to request advanced research computing infrastructure as part of their CFI application, the Ministry’s expectation is that you have also consulted with Compute Ontario if advanced research computing infrastructure is being requested as part of the ORF application given Compute Ontario’s role in helping to coordinate advanced research computing resources in Ontario. The engagement with Compute Ontario can take place at the same time you engage the Digital Research Alliance of Canada.
Please indicate on the application Advanced Computing Infrastructure section if your request includes funding for Advanced Research Computing Infrastructure as defined in the Canada Foundation for Innovation - Innovation Fund guidelines. 
Eligible In-Kind Contributions
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Eligible In-Kind Contributions
In-kind contributions are defined as non-monetary resources that external partners provide to eligible projects.
Eligible in-kind contributions include the value of:
•         Capital items that eligible external partners donate to the institution, such as equipment and facilities
•         Certain non-capital eligible costs needed to bring the infrastructure into service, e.g., professional services and training
•         Title to real property to be transferred to the institution (unless ownership has been transferred to the institution at the time the application is submitted)
The Ontario Research Fund retains the right to determine eligibility of any in-kind contribution. The fund may make eligibility subject to terms, conditions and limits.
Assessing the Value of In-Kind Contributions
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Assessing the Value of In-Kind Contributions
The Ontario Research Fund policy for assessing and documenting the value of in-kind contributions will be addressed in detail in the funding agreement. As a general rule, the Ontario Research Fund will adopt the Canada Foundation for Innovation's policy.
The Ontario Research Fund reserves the right to make the final determination of the eligibility and value of in-kind contributions, to disallow expenditures, and reduce the funds. To avoid a situation where in-kind contributions may later be deemed ineligible or incorrectly valued, institutions are advised to contact Ministry staff early in the process to confirm the eligibility and valuation of an in-kind contribution.
Timelines for Eligible Contributions and Expenditures
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Timelines for Eligible Contributions and Expenditures
The institution is responsible for ensuring that in-kind contributions from partners and cash expenditures incurred by the institution have taken place after the date of eligibility set for the Canadian Foundation for Innovation John R. Evans Leaders Fund in the funding agreement.
Information Sharing Between Canada Foundation for Innovation and Ontario Research Fund
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Information Sharing Between Canada Foundation for Innovation and Ontario Research Fund
Before submitting an application to Ontario Research Fund, institutions must complete and submit a form to allow release of information by the Canada Foundation for Innovation to the Ministry. This form is available upon request from the Ministry. Institutions that have already submitted such a form do not need to resubmit.
The release form ensures that institutions understand that:
•         Applicants will be required to request that Canada Foundation for Innovation release to the Ministry, on a confidential basis, all review material related to the project
•         The proposal review carried out by the Canada Foundation for Innovation will be an important component of the Small Infrastructure Fund's assessment
•         Ministry staff may attend meetings with expert committees regarding their review of projects.
•         It is necessary to streamline and harmonize the ongoing administration and monitoring of successful projects with the Canada Foundation for Innovation
•         The Canada Foundation for Innovation will release to the Ministry, on a confidential basis, ongoing project progress and financial information
•         Ministry staff may attend financial monitoring/audit visits, as well as site visits to review project progress and impact.
Sharing of information with the Ministry begins immediately.
Applications for Ontario Research Fund Funding
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Applications for Ontario Research Fund Funding
Small Infrastructure Fund applications are available through the Ontario Research Fund website. Eligible institutions may apply for Ontario Research Fund small infrastructure funding by submitting:
•         Complete the current electronic Ontario Research Fund – Small Infrastructure application form and submit it to the Ministry. Please do not submit scanned copies of the application form as these will not be accepted.
•         Applicants must attach the completed Mitigating Geopolitical Risk Checklist linked here and available through the Ontario Research Fund website, to their application.
•         Ensure the application is signed by the Vice President of Research or other officer of the institution with the authority to bind the institution. A digital signature is preferable, however, should this not be possible a scanned signed signature page will be accepted.
•         Submit a PDF copy of the corresponding John R. Evans Leaders Fund application to the Canada Foundation for Innovation, together with all supporting materials provided with the application, in PDF format.
Evaluation Criteria
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Evaluation Criteria
The Ministry will review each application to the Ontario Research Fund and the corresponding Canada Foundation for Innovation application materials for accuracy, completeness and relevance to program objectives and selection criteria, as outlined below.
Proposals for small infrastructure grants must demonstrate:
•         Quality: The proposed research or technology development is of high quality and originality, meets international standards, and will lead to innovation
•         Expertise: Researchers must have the expertise and commitment to conduct the world-class research or technological development proposed
•         Need: The infrastructure is essential and appropriate for the proposed activity. Major proposals will enhance or establish a unique and important institutional capacity in the proposed research or technology development
•         Training: Creating or strengthening an environment that attracts high quality trainees and imparts the new high-level skills to high quality professionals for research and other careers
•         Partnerships: Any required collaborations or partnerships are appropriate and already in place or under development
•         Benefits: Research using the proposed infrastructure will have the potential to lead to social or economic benefits
The Ministry will also review applications submitted to the Canada Foundation for Innovation to verify that the applicant's budget and management plans will ensure the optimal implementation, operation and functionality of the infrastructure, as well as its financial sustainability.
Proposal Evaluation Process
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Proposal Evaluation Process
Small infrastructure funding proposals will be evaluated in the following manner:
•         Application forms and supporting documents are received, recorded and assessed for completeness, accuracy and consistency with Ontario Research Fund program requirements.
•         The Canada Foundation for Innovation board makes decisions on John R. Evans Leaders Fund awards and advises both the institutions and the Ministry.
•         Proposals that have received Canada Foundation for Innovation John R. Evans Leaders Fund awards are further reviewed by the Ministry.
•         Proposals that are eligible for Ministry funding are forwarded to the Ontario Research Fund Advisory Board.
•         The Ontario Research Fund Advisory Board reviews the submissions.
•         The Minister makes the final decisions at his/her sole discretion.
•         The Ministry notifies institutions on the proposals that have been selected to receive Ontario Research Fund support.
Mitigating Economic and Geopolitical Risk Checklist
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Mitigating Economic and Geopolitical Risk Checklist
Applicants are required to complete and attach the Mitigating Economic and Geopolitical Risk Checklist to the Ontario Research Fund – Small Infrastructure application. See the Security Requirements section of this guide for more information.
Other Project Requirements and Considerations
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Other Project Requirements and Considerations
Intellectual Property (IP)
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Intellectual Property (IP)
The Ministry does not claim any ownership or rights to any IP resulting from ORF funded projects. Such rights are to be determined by the lead institution in accordance with its current IP policy. In cases where a consortium of applicants exists, the policy, as dictated in the Inter-Institutional Agreement (IIA) between the consortium members, will dictate the IP policy.
The applicant should describe how ownership and disposition of any IP generated from the project will be determined. The Ministry may request a copy of the institutional and/or relevant IP policy.
IP Resources
0,0,0
normal
runScript
xfa.form.form1.variables.oUtility.goBookMark(xfa.form.form1.page1.body.otherConsideration.IPresources.subSection2.somExpression)
IP Resources
The ministry recognizes the important contribution you are making to your field of practice, as well as the potential commercial value that your ideas hold. Strengthening the ways that Ontarians use intellectual property to support their innovation ecosystem is a key priority for our government.
In July 2020, Ontario launched the IP Action Plan – a comprehensive strategy to maximize the value of Ontario-grown research and innovation – building on the recommendations of the Expert Panel on Intellectual Property. The IP Action Plan consists of a series of initiatives focused on maximizing the value of Ontario-grown research and innovation and supporting Ontarians in generating, protecting, managing, and commercializing IP.
One component of the IP Action Strategy is to expand IP Education and awareness within Ontario. Related to this initiative, two foundational IP courses from the University of Toronto and the Centre for International Governance Innovation (CIGI) are already available online, free-of-charge. The ministry strongly encourages your participation in these courses as they provide participants with essential building blocks to achieve better IP commercialization outcomes and develop IP strategies.  
In addition, Ontario has also created a new agency, Intellectual Property Ontario (IPON), to provide intellectual property supports and services to the postsecondary education and innovation sectors. IPON will be the go-to resource for intellectual property expertise, advice, and services to help individuals and organizations capitalize on their intellectual property and succeed in the global economy. In fall 2022, IPON will begin offering its services to an initial cohort of clients in the medical technologies, artificial intelligence and automotive technology sectors (as well as Ontario Research Fund – Research Excellence recipients) and will broadening its services to additional clients over time. You can learn more about IPON by referring to its webpage.
Protection of Intellectual Property
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Protection of Intellectual Property
Applicants must implement the proper mechanisms for the protection of intellectual property in accordance with Ontario and Canadian legislation, if applicable, including without limitation the execution of nondisclosure and confidentiality covenants by employees/students of Applicants.
Exploitation of Intellectual Property
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Exploitation of Intellectual Property
Applicants shall use their best efforts to ensure that any intellectual property created or developed through ORF funded projects is exploited, including licensing, in a way that maximizes benefits for Ontario.
Equity, Diversity and Inclusion
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Equity, Diversity and Inclusion
The Ministry has committed to making equity, diversity and inclusion (EDI) a priority through the integration of EDI principles into ORF funding opportunities.
The Tri-Agency Institutional Programs Secretariat (TIPS), through the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC), defines equity as the removal of systemic barriers and biases, to enact the practice of inclusion so that all individuals have equal access to and can benefit from the program.
To achieve this, TIPS states that institutions must embrace diversity, defined as differences in race, colour, place of origin, religion, immigrant and newcomer status, ethic origin, ability, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, and age. Recognizing and valuing diversity and equity must be accompanied by concerted efforts to ensure the inclusion of diverse and underrepresented populations.
The research project must meaningfully engage members of underrepresented groups within the research team. Underrepresented groups include, but are not limited to, the four designated groups (women, Indigenous peoples, members of visible minorities, and persons with disabilities). The institution must strive to put in place the right conditions for each individual to reach their full potential.
Please use the Equity, diversity and inclusion requirements and practices guide provided by TIPS to determine how best to address areas of improvement in your work environment and to develop equity, diversity and inclusion action plans. 
Ontario Research Fund Award
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Ontario Research Fund Award
Only proposals that have been approved by the Canada Foundation for Innovation will be considered for an Ontario Research Fund – Small Infrastructure Fund award – but approval of a proposal by the Canada Foundation for Innovation does not necessarily guarantee Small Infrastructure Fund support.
The final funding decision will rest with the Minister. The Minister may approve applications; approve subject to terms and conditions or decline applications at his/her sole discretion.
Award Agreements
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Award Agreements
Approved applicants will enter into a Grant Agreement with the Ministry. The Grant Agreement stipulates terms and conditions governing the payment of the Ontario Research Fund grant, including:
•         Project budget
•         Project management
•         Communications strategies
•         Monitoring and reporting requirements, including annual progress reporting, audits and financial reports
•         Milestone and performance measures
•         Mode and schedule of payments
•         Contract termination
As a general rule, the Ontario Research Fund will adopt the Canada Foundation for Innovation's policy regarding changes to the budget. Where institutions are required to notify or obtain approval from the Canada Foundation for Innovation, they must also notify or make that approval request to Ontario, providing a copy of the CFI Amendment Module, and the CFI approval of changes.
Ownership and Control of Assets Funded by the Ontario Research Fund
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Ownership and Control of Assets Funded by the Ontario Research Fund
Ownership and control of the assets acquired with the grant funds, including research equipment or buildings related to a funded Ontario Research Fund project, must remain with the institution for a period of five years after acquisition and installation in the case of equipment, or five years from the date of occupancy in the case of a building.
In the case of a project with a multi-institutional composition or consortium, the inter-institutional agreement should dictate the arrangements made with regard to the ownership, control and disposal of research equipment and other assets.
Research equipment and other assets must be located at an eligible research institution, unless it can be successfully shown that an alternate location provides the most effective placement of the equipment or other assets. Any change in location requires a notification to the Ontario Research Fund and may require its approval.
Disbursement of Funds
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Disbursement of Funds
Approved projects will be paid through a request for disbursement process. The Small Infrastructure Fund support is subject up to a 10 per cent holdback, which will be disbursed after the final Ontario Research Fund review of the project’s impact, finances and fulfillment of project objectives.
Ethical, Safety and Integrity Requirements
0,0,0
normal
runScript
xfa.form.form1.variables.oUtility.goBookMark(xfa.form.form1.page1.body.integrityRequirement.sectionHeader.somExpression)
Ethical, Safety and Integrity Requirements
Institutions are responsible for ensuring any experimentation will be acceptable on ethical and safety grounds.
•         Research involving human subjects or human stem cells must comply with the Tri-Council Policy Statements: Ethical Conduct for Research Involving Humans (TCPS 22014).
•         In the case of laboratory animal experimentation, the institution must comply with the guidelines and policies of the Canadian Council on Animal Care.
•         Institutions must ensure that any research involving databases containing personal information adheres to ethical and legal requirements relating to privacy, confidentiality and security of the database information.
•         Any research involving biohazards must adhere to the standards outlined in the Public Health Agency of Canada’s Laboratory biosafety guidelines.
•         Research involving radioactive materials must comply with Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission regulations.
•         Institutions must ensure compliance with the Tri-Agency Open Access Policy on Publications.
•         The Ministry expects researchers and participating research institutions to maintain the highest standards of research integrity. Research institutions are expected to have and abide by policies and procedures that govern research integrity.
Security Requirements
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Security Requirements
•         The Ministry may undertake a review of proposals submitted to assess potential economic and/or geopolitical risks associated with the project and reserves the right to seek additional information to support the applicant’s responses. Results of this review may be shared with members of the review panels and others involved in the adjudication process and may impact funding decisions.
•         Institutions should assess proposals submitted for funding for potential economic and/or geopolitical risks using existing institutional resources, policies and processes to help researchers identify and manage economic and geopolitical risks. In addition, consider any potential controversy or negative views that may result from any existing or planned association with private partners that may ultimately impact the reputation of Ontario.
•         Further considerations when assessing potential economic and/or geopolitical risks:
•         Could the data or results of your project be used to support activities in other countries with ethical standards different from Ontario e.g., such as, internal surveillance and repression?
•         Are there any dual-use (both military and non-military) applications to the research being undertaken?
•         Is any of the research likely to be subject to Canadian or other countries’ export license controls, particularly Ontario’s closest trading partners and allies?
Applicants will be required to complete a Mitigating Economic and Geopolitical Risk Checklist and attach it to the application.
Additional Resources
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Additional Resources
•         Mitigating economic and/or geopolitical risks in sensitive research projects. A tool for university researchers. December 2019
•         National Security Guidelines for Research Partnerships
•         Public Safety Canada: Safeguarding Science
•         Public Safety Canada: Building Security Awareness in the Academic Community
Communications
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Communications
To ensure continuity, consistency and open communication between the applicant and the Small Infrastructure Fund, the institution's project officer and the assigned Ontario Research Fund advisor will coordinate all project-related discussions.
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act
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Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act 
The Ministry is subject to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. The information and documentation provided to the Ministry may be shared with members of the Ontario Research Fund Advisory Board, any Review Panels, expert reviewers and others for the purposes of administering the Ontario Research Fund program.
This program may be subject to change. Grant disbursements are subject to the Ministry having an appropriation approved by the Legislative Assembly of Ontario for the fiscal year in which the disbursement is to be made.
Appendix A: Canadian Research and Development Classification Codes
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Appendix A: Canadian Research and Development Classification Codes
The Ministry has implemented the Canadian Research and Development Classification (CRDC), a system that provides a common approach to classifying research across institutions and governments. It was published by Statistics Canada on October 5, 2020. 
The CRDC was developed through a collaborative effort by the Canada Foundation for Innovation (CFI), the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR), the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC), the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) and Statistics Canada.
The CRDC includes all current sectors of research in Canada and supports a wide range of needs within the research and development ecosystem. It is modelled after the Australian and New Zealand Standard Research Classification and Frascati Model 2015 (from the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development) and aligns with international standards.
The three classifications in the Canadian Research and Development Classification (CRDC) are:
1.         Type of Activity (TOA);
2.         Fields of Research (FOR); and
3.         Socio-economic Objective (SEO).
When completing your application, please refer to the CRDC guidelines and classification codes, available for download in HTML, CSV, and PDF formats:
•         English: www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/subjects/standard/crdc/2020v1/index
•         French: www.statcan.gc.ca/fra/sujets/norme/ccrd/2020v1/indice
Guidelines for classifying with the CRDC
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Guidelines for classifying with the CRDC
This section must be completed fully prior to submitting the application to the Ministry.
1.         Classifying by type of activity (TOA)
This way of classifying research refers to whether it is basic research, applied research or experimental development. 
•         The research project should be allocated to a single TOR (basic research, applied research or experimental development). TOA Codes can be found online using the links noted above. You must provide the alphanumeric code as well as the title/name of the TOA in the fields provide on the application form.
Example:
Code: RDT2   Division: Applied research
2.         Classifying by field of research (FOR)
This way of classifying research includes major classes and related subclasses of research based on disciplines, knowledge sources, objects of interest, methods, processes, and techniques used in research and development activity. This is different from socioeconomic objectives, which refer to the purpose or outcome of the research and development activity.
•         The research project should be allocated to a single FOR (major class and related subclass). FOR Codes can be found online using the links noted above.
•         You must provide the alphanumeric code as well as the title/name of the FOR in the fields provide on the application form.
Example:
Level 1 Code: RDF10   Division: Natural Sciences
Level 2 Code: RDF104   Group: Chemical sciences
Level 3 Code: RDF10404   Class: Macromolecular and materials chemistry
Level 4 Code (optional): RDF1040401   Subclass (Field): Characterization of materials
3.         Classifying by socioeconomic objective (SEO)
This way of classifying research refers to the intended purpose or outcome of the research and development activity. This is different from fields of research, which refer to the disciplines, knowledge sources, objects of interest, methods, processes, and techniques used in the research and development activity in order to achieve objectives.
•         The research project should be allocated to a single SEO (major class and related subclass). SEO Codes can be found online using the links noted above.
•         You must provide the alphanumeric code as well as the title/name of the SEO in the fields provide on the application form.
Example:
Level 1 Code: RDS109   Division: Education
Level 2 Code: RDS10901  Group: Stages of education
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