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Government of Ontario
Ministry of Infrastructure
Natural Gas Grant Program
Natural Gas Grant Program Application Form
This application should be completed and submitted by the natural gas distributor or supplier, working with the municipality, First Nation or unincorporated area where the project is located, as necessary.
Please ensure that you have read the Guidelines for the Natural Gas Grant Program prior to completing this application. 
More than one application for the same project area may be submitted as long as the distributor or supplier is different for each application.
Deadline for applications is July 31, 2017.
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A. Applicant Information
Applicant Type
A2. The project is located within a
A3. Mailing Address 
A4. Authorized Contact for Project Information 
B. Project Information
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B. Project Information
B2. Project Stream (select one):
B3. Project Type
B4. Current Status
B5. Project Location
*Latitude and Longitude coordinates can be pulled from Google Maps by right-clicking and selecting “What’s here”.
B6. Project Description
B7. Key Project Dates (Proposed)
B8. Ontario Energy Board
Please identify any existing Ontario Energy Board approvals that you have received for this project
Municipal Franchise Agreement?
Certificate for Public Convenience and Necessity?
Leave-to-construct approval?
Rate-Setting approval?
Have any other applications for this project area been filed with the Ontario Energy Board (with the same or a different distributor or supplier)?
C. Project Financials
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C. Project Financials
Note: If the proposed project would connect more than one municipality, reserve or unincorporated area, please provide the aggregate, project-level totals for the combined service area in the following tables and submit a community-by-community breakdown in supporting materials with your application.
Table 1: Summary Table
Total Eligible Project Costs* (*Please see Guidelines for the Natural Gas Grant Program for a description of eligible costs.) (A)
Contribution from applicant (e.g., recovered through rates, surcharges or other contributions) (B)
Recovery from Expansion Surcharge** (**For new utilities or where standalone rates are being charged by existing utilities, the surcharge value is the difference between prevailing and proposed natural gas rates.) (ES) (C)
Contribution from municipality or First Nation (D)
Other Contributions (e.g., from businesses or industry) (E)
Total Grant Funding Requested (F)
*Please see Guidelines for the Natural Gas Grant Program for a description of eligible costs.
**For new utilities or where standalone rates are being charged by existing utilities, the surcharge value is the difference between prevailing and proposed natural gas rates.
Table 2: Profitability Index
Existing Profitability Index* (*Profitability Index to be determined consistent with Ontario Energy Board Guidelines For Assessing And Reporting On Natural Gas System Expansion In Ontario.) -  at prevailing rates without ES, contributions from municipalities, First Nations or other parties, or grant funding
Revised Profitability Index* (*Profitability Index to be determined consistent with Ontario Energy Board Guidelines For Assessing And Reporting On Natural Gas System Expansion In Ontario.) -  after applying ES, contributions from municipalities, First Nations or other parties, or grant funding
*Profitability Index to be determined consistent with Ontario Energy Board Guidelines For Assessing And Reporting On Natural Gas System Expansion In Ontario.
Table 3: Rate-Based Revenues
Existing Base Rate (charged to non-expansion customers in same rate class)         per m3
Proposed Rates (exclusive of Expansion Surcharge*)                  per m3 (*For new utilities or where standalone rates are being charged, the surcharge value is the difference between prevailing and proposed natural gas rate
 
 
.)
Expansion Surcharge                   (if applicable)
per m3
Total Rate per m3
Total Recoveries 
Residential
Commercial (excluding farms and agribusinesses)
Industrial (excluding farms and agribusinesses)
Farms and Agribusinesses (grain elevators, feed manufacturing facilities, crop input supply businesses)
Institutional Buildings (municipal facilities, schools, hospitals, etc.)
Length of Expansion Surcharge:
*For new utilities or where standalone rates are being charged, the surcharge value is the difference between prevailing and proposed natural gas rates.
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D. Market Survey
D1. Please indicate the survey methodology and sample size used to complete the tables below.
Table 1: Current Heating System Profile for Project Area - Residential
Primary Fuel Type
Penetration (#)
Penetration
(%)
Annual Space Heating Bill - Current
Annual Space Heating Bill - Natural Gas
(including ES, where applicable)
Projected Savings
Electric – Baseboard
Electric – Forced Air
Propane
Oil
Wood
Annual Weighted Average Space Heating Costs for Project Area – Current Bills
Annual Weighted Average Space Heating Costs for Project Area – with Natural Gas (including ES)
Table 2: Current Heating System Profile for Project Area - Non-Residential
Primary Fuel Type
Penetration (#)
Penetration
(%)
Annual Space Heating Bill - Current
Annual Space Heating Bill - Natural Gas
(including ES, where applicable)
Projected Savings
Electric – Baseboard
Electric – Forced Air
Propane
Oil
Wood
Annual Weighted Average Space Heating Costs for Project Area – Current Bills
Annual Weighted Average Space Heating Costs for Project Area – with Natural Gas (including ES)
Table 3: Impact on Natural Gas Access
Potential Connections
Potential Volume (annual)
Forecasted Connections within 10 years (based on market survey)
Forecasted Volume (annual) (based on market survey)
Forecasted Cost Savings (annual)
Forecasted Cost Savings (annual) of switching from interruptible to non-interruptible supplies* (*This section only applies to those customers switching from interruptible to non-interruptible supplies of natural gas. This is intended to capture the cost savings associated with not having to use an alternative fuel source during peak periods. Estimates should be based on the average amount of natural gas that could have been used but was interrupted during peak periods over the past three years.)
Residential
Commercial (excluding farms and agribusinesses)
Industrial (excluding farms and agribusinesses)
Farms and Agribusinesses (grain elevators, feed manufacturing facilities, crop input supply businesses)
Institutional Buildings (municipal facilities, schools, hospitals, etc.)
Total
*This section only applies to those customers switching from interruptible to non-interruptible supplies of natural gas. This is intended to capture the cost savings associated with not having to use an alternative fuel source during peak periods. Estimates should be based on the average amount of natural gas that could have been used but was interrupted during peak periods over the past three years.
Table 4: Estimated Payback Period - Residential
Conversion Type
Conversion Applicability (#)
Conversion Applicability (%)
Average Cost
Payback – 
(# of years)
Electric – Baseboard  (Furnace Replacement + Ductwork)
Electric – Forced Air (Furnace Replacement)
Propane -  Furnace Replacement
Propane – Furnace Conversion
Oil
Wood
Water Heater
Table 5: Estimated Payback Period – Non-Residential
Conversion Type
Conversion Applicability (#)
Conversion Applicability (%)
Average Cost
Payback – 
(# of years)
Electric – Baseboard  (Furnace Replacement + Ductwork)
Electric – Forced Air (Furnace Replacement)
Propane -  Furnace Replacement
Propane – Furnace Conversion
Oil
Wood
Water Heater
Table 6: Greenhouse Gas Emissions Impact
Baseline / Current
Average Annual GHG Emissions
(tCO2e/year)
Forecasted
Average Annual GHG Emissions
(tCO2e/year)
Change in Annual Average
(%)
Baseline / Current
GHG Emissions, Cumulative to 2030
(tCO2e)
Forecasted
GHG Emissions, Cumulative to 2030
(tCO2e)
Change (%), Cumulative to 2030
Residential
Commercial (excluding farms and agribusinesses)
Industrial (excluding farms and agribusinesses)
Farms and Agribusinesses (grain elevators, feed manufacturing facilities, crop input supply businesses)
Institutional Buildings (municipal facilities, schools, hospitals, etc.)
Total
D2: Project Revenues and Customer Engagement
An evidence-based evaluation will be used to assess how the applicant arrived at the proposed rate, including expansion surcharges, and whether community feedback was reflected in this process.
Please note, the determination of whether the proposed rates are appropriate and can be implemented falls under the purview of the Ontario Energy Board. This will not be assessed as part of the application. The intent of this section is to assess the extent to which the applicant can demonstrate that various rate options were assessed and that the rates being proposed reflect feedback from the community being served.
Please provide a survey of customers in the proposed service area at different proposed rates (including at higher than the final rate being proposed) and projected attachment levels at those rates, as part of your application.
D3: Contributions from Municipalities and First Nations
Municipalities and First Nations must make a financial contribution towards project costs. The contribution should be, at minimum, equivalent to the property tax (or other levies in the case of First Nations) that would be recovered on the new infrastructure being built for a period of 10 years.
D4: Fiscal Need
D5: Partnerships and Innovation
For projects under the Economic Development Stream only
D6: Economic Development in Rural Ontario, First Nations or Unincorporated Territories, or projects supporting Farms and/or Agribusinesses
The following section applies to applicants submitting a project under the Economic Development Projects Stream. This section is intended to build upon the business connections and energy cost savings information provided in section D1 of the application. This section should be completed in partnership with the municipality and/or First Nations communities.
A merit-based evaluation will be used to assess whether the project would support economic development in the identified community and/or region. To support this evaluation, applicants must be specific about how natural gas access will support economic development in their community and/or region and provide relevant examples and supporting evidence wherever possible to substantiate their responses (see list below for examples of supporting evidence). Providing concrete examples and relevant supporting evidence will result in a stronger application.
Preference will be given to projects that:
1.         Provide a greater amount of forecasted business energy cost savings relative to provincial funding requested (based on figures in section D1);
and
2.         Clearly demonstrate how natural gas access (resulting from the proposed project) will support economic development within the identified community and/or region.
Examples of supporting evidence could include any or all of the following:
•         Analysis that demonstrates the local and/or regional economic importance of businesses that will be connected to natural gas (e.g. industry competitiveness study, location quotients, etc.). Analysis could be developed by your community (e.g. a municipal office) or a third party.
•         Letters, market surveys and/or studies from local businesses that indicate how the energy cost savings from natural gas access will reduce barriers and support their operations. This should include details on any plans to retain operations, increase production or expand activities.
•         Analysis from sector and/or industry organizations that indicate how natural gas access will support key sectors and/or businesses in your community and/or region.
•         Local and/or regional economic development plans or strategies to demonstrate how natural gas access aligns with your community and/region’s economic development priorities.
Please answer all questions that apply to your project.
Note: For the purposes of the program, rural Ontario means project areas that meet at least one of the following criteria:
•         have a population of less than 100,000 people
•         have a population density of 100 people/km2 or less
E. Documents to Submit with Application Form
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E. Documents to Submit with Application Form
For projects under either of the streams, please provide:
•         Copy of supporting municipal council or band council resolution. If the proposed project is located in an unincorporated area, please provide evidence of local support (e.g., letters of support, evidence of local community meetings and feedback)
•         Map of the proposed expansion area showing the project area and proposed natural gas distribution infrastructure
•         Articles of Incorporation/Letters Patent for the natural gas distributor or supplier
•         Description of the distributor or supplier’s corporate legal structure
•         Project Construction Schedule, including: planned expenditures per fiscal year (April 1 to March 31), percentage project completion per year (based on the value of total construction completed) and overall completion timeline (spreadsheet format)
•         Type of construction contract (CCDC2 fixed price contract, project management or turnkey, etc.) with copy of draft or executed contracts, if available at the time of submission
•         Evidence supporting proposed project costs (e.g., quotes or proposals)
•         Customer Survey showing projected attachment rates, including forecasted year-over-year attachment rates over ten years
•         A survey of customers in the proposed service area at different proposed rates (including at higher than the final rate being proposed) and projected attachment levels at those rates 
•         If the proposed project makes use of new technology (e.g., renewable natural gas, liquefied or compressed natural gas), please include an assessment of technical feasibility in this application
•         If more than one community is covered by the proposed project, please provide a community-by-community breakdown of the information requested under the Project Financials section
In addition, for projects under the economic development stream, please provide:
•         Evidence (e.g., contract, letter of intent) that large business and industrial customers will be converting to natural gas
•         Where applicable, supporting materials and evidence (e.g. analysis, reports, letters of support), where applicable, that demonstrate how project will support economic development in your community and/or region.
•         Where applicable, documentation (e.g. recent energy bills for the past year) that demonstrate current business energy costs and expected cost savings for businesses that have expressed interest in connecting to natural gas (calculations will require support/validation from utility company).
Please outline any additional files or documents you will be submitting along with this application form. Attach all documents to the same email as this form. If the file exceeds 10 MB, please send separately (indicate in the original email documents will be sent separately).
Description of file or document attached
File name or hyperlink
You will receive an email from the Infrastructure Ontario confirming the receipt of your submission. If you do not receive this notification within 10 business days, please contact NGGP@infrastructureontario.ca.
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F. Declaration
I, the applicant, certify that:
•         I have read and understood the project criteria outlined in the Natural Gas Grant program guidelines.
•         The information in this application form and supporting documents is factually accurate.
•         I have the authority to bind the applicant. 
•         The natural gas project would not proceed without a grant under the Natural Gas Program.
•         I acknowledge that I may be asked to provide additional information by the Ministry of Infrastructure to support project assessment.
•         I acknowledge that where municipalities and First Nations are making a financial contribution to the project, I will be required to enter into a contractual agreement with these parties for the purposes of accepting and utilizing this contribution.
Note: Please include a separate signed and scanned version of the form. (click “Print Form” below to print and sign the completed form).
 
Please email the completed application form to NGGP@infrastructureontario.ca. If you would like to send the form by mail or have questions about the application, please contact: 
 
Infrastructure Ontario
Phone: 1-844-357-0725
Email: NGGP@infrastructureontario.ca
Web: www.infrastructureontario.ca/NGGP 
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